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    Overview
  



                        

            

  
          
        
            
About This Unit

      
      
              
        
            This unit consists of 23 lessons and an assessment designed to lead middle or high school students through an examination of the catastrophic period in the twentieth century when Nazi Germany murdered six million Jews and millions of other civilians, in the midst of the most destructive war in human history.


      
      

      

  
          

    
        
      
                          
            Essential Questions


          
              
      
        


  
            
  
      
    
    
      
                  
                          
                

              




            What does learning about the choices people made during the Weimar Republic, the rise of the Nazi Party, and the Holocaust teach us about the power and impact of our choices today?


      

      
              

                      

                      

    

  



          

    
        
      
                          
            Learning Goals


          
              
      
        


  
            
  
      
    
    
      
                  
                          
                

              




            Students will:


	Recognize the human tendency to create “in” groups and “out” groups and the consequences of that behavior for a society’s universe of obligation.
	Understand the particular historical context in which the Nazi Party established a dictatorship in Germany, marginalized Jews and other minority groups within German society, and ultimately committed genocide under the cover of war.
	Wrestle with the choices that individuals, groups, and nations made in response to the Nazi dictatorship and the violence and terror it caused, as well as the aspects of human behavior that contributed to those choices.
	Make connections between universal themes related to democracy, citizenship, racism, and antisemitism that this history raises and the world they live in today. Understand their responsibilities as citizens of the world to make choices that help bring about a more human, just, and compassionate world.



      

      
              

                      

                      

    

  



          

    
        
      
                          
            What's Included


          
              
      
        


  
            
  
      
    
    
      
                  
                          
                

              




            This unit supports a multiple week study of the Holocaust. It includes:


	23 lessons
	Videos, readings, and handouts that correspond with activities
	Student materials in English and Spanish 
	Unit Assessment



      

      
              

                      

                      

    

  



      




      
          
          
                      

              

  
    Preparing to Teach
  



                        

            

  
          
        
            
A Note to Teachers

      
      
              
        
            Before you teach this lesson, please review the following guidance to tailor this lesson to your students’ contexts and needs.


      
      

      

  
          

    
        
      
                  Teaching Note 1
                          
            Teaching Emotionally Challenging Content


          
              
      
        


  
            
  
      
    
    
      
                  
                          
                

              




            Many teachers want their students to achieve emotional engagement with the history of the Armenian Genocide and the Holocaust and therefore teach this history with the goal of fostering empathy. However, like any examination of difficult histories, this unit includes historical descriptions and firsthand accounts that some students may find emotionally challenging. We can’t emphasize enough the importance of previewing the readings and videos in this curriculum to make sure they are appropriate for the intellectual and emotional needs of your students.


It is difficult to predict how students will respond to primary and secondary source readings, documents, and films. One student may respond with emotion to a particular reading, while others may not find it powerful in the same way. In addition, different people demonstrate emotion in different ways. Some students will be silent. Some may laugh. Some may not want to talk. Some may take days to process difficult stories. For some, a particular firsthand account may be incomprehensible; for others, it may be familiar.


Our experience tells us that it is often problematic to use graphic images and films or to attempt to use simulations to help students understand aspects of this history. Such resources and activities can traumatize some students, desensitize others, or trivialize the history.


We urge teachers to create space for students to have a range of reactions and emotions. This might include time for silent reflection or writing in journals, as well as structured discussions to help students process content together. Some students will not want to share their reactions to emotionally challenging content in class, and teachers should respect that in class discussions. When teaching emotionally challenging content, it is crucial for educators to allow a variety of responses, or none at all, from students to authentically support their emotional growth and academic development.


Activities and resources that we believe may be especially challenging for younger students can be found in the Extensions section. We expect teachers to incorporate such activities into their instruction as appropriate.


 


      

      
              

                      

                      

    

  



          

    
        
      
                  Teaching Note 2
                          
            Fostering a Reflective Classroom Community


          
              
      
        


  
            
  
      
    
    
      
                  
                          
                

              




            We believe that a classroom in which a Facing History & Ourselves unit is taught ought to be a microcosm of democracy—a place where explicit rules and implicit norms protect everyone’s right to speak; where different perspectives can be heard and valued; where members take responsibility for themselves, each other, and the group as a whole; and where each member has a stake and a voice in collective decisions. You may have already established rules and guidelines with your students to help bring about these characteristics in your classroom. If not, it is essential at the beginning of this unit to facilitate a supportive, reflective classroom community. Two ways in which you can create a strong foundation for a reflective classroom are through the use of classroom contracts and student journals. Even if you already incorporate both of these elements into your classroom, we recommend taking a moment to review them.
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            Unit Essential Question


          
              
      
        


  
            
  
      
    
    
      
                  
                          
                

              




            The following essential question provides a framework for exploring this unit’s main ideas and themes:


How can learning about the choices people made during past episodes of injustice, mass violence, or genocide help guide our choices today?


This essential question challenges students to make important connections between history and the power of the choices and decisions they make today. We do not expect students to determine a single, “correct” answer. Essential questions are rich and open-ended; they are designed to be revisited over time, and as students explore the content in greater depth, they may find themselves emerging with new ideas, understanding, and questions.


      

      
              

                      

                      

    

  



          

    
        
      
                  Teaching Note 4
                          
            Guiding Questions


          
              
      
        


  
            
  
      
    
    
      
                  
                          
                

              




            Each lesson includes one or more guiding questions. Unlike the unit’s essential question, which is broad and open-ended, guiding questions help to direct student inquiry at the lesson level and are aligned with its specific learning objectives. Answering guiding questions requires deep thinking and textual interpretation. Unlike essential questions, guiding questions might have a clear answer, which students should be able to support with specific evidence from the lesson to demonstrate their understanding of the content.
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            Unit Assessment


          
              
      
        


  
            
  
      
    
    
      
                  
                          
                

              




            This unit includes an assessment that asks students to write an argumentative essay in response to the following prompt:


Over the course of this unit, you will examine the atrocities committed by the Ottoman government during the Armenian Genocide, the rise of the Nazi Party in Germany following World War I, and the pursuit of racial purity in Nazi Germany that resulted in the murder of six million Jewish individuals and millions of other civilians during the Holocaust. You will also look closely at the choices made by individuals, groups, and nations that led to these events. For the culminating unit assessment, you will construct a written argument that you support with examples from these historical cases in response to the following question:


How can learning about the choices people made during past episodes of injustice, mass violence, or genocide help guide our choices today?


Note that the objective of the essay is not to ask students to cover all of the historical topics listed above in one essay. The list is designed to spark students’ thinking and provide a range of topics that students can choose based on their interests and readiness level. Some sophisticated writers, for instance, may choose to compare and contrast different moments in the past within single paragraphs, while others might group evidence chronologically. An English Language Learner or student with an individualized education plan might use only one historical event on which to base his or her argument. We recommend that you modify the prompt according to the particular needs of your students.


Six activities are interspersed throughout the unit to introduce students to the assessment and guide them as they gather evidence and develop their ideas, develop their theses, and begin to write their essays. The activities can be skipped if you opt not to use the unit assessment.
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            Developing Student Vocabulary


          
              
      
        


  
            
  
      
    
    
      
                  
                          
                

              




            The readings and videos in this unit introduce some vocabulary and concepts that may pose a challenge for your students, especially for struggling readers, so you may want to consider using the Word Wall strategy to keep a running list of critical vocabulary posted in your classroom that you and your students can refer to over the course of the unit. Students might have a corresponding list in a section of their journals or notebooks, and you could also challenge them to incorporate the terms into their writing and discussions to help them internalize and understand these challenging terms and concepts.
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            Save this resource for easy access later.
          

          
            Save resources to create collections for your class or to review later. It's fast, easy, and free!
          

          
                          
                Sign Up
              
              
                Have a Workspace already?
                Log In
              

                      

        

      

    

  


            
            

  
    Lesson Plans
  




                        

            
  

  
    
      
        Lessons and Assessments
      

      
        These are the lessons and assessments used throughout the Holocaust and Human Behavior unit.
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            Materials for Teaching Holocaust and Human Behavior
      
          

                                  
          

            Explore the collection of media referenced in our unit Teaching Holocaust and Human Behavior, available both online and in print.
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  Lesson
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            Introducing The Unit
      
          

                                  
          

            Students develop a contract establishing a reflective classroom community in preparation for their exploration of this unit's historical case study.
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  Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            Exploring Identity
      
          

                                  
          

            Students identify the social and cultural factors that help shape our identities by analyzing firsthand reflections and creating personal identity charts.
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  Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            Stereotypes and “Single Stories”
      
          

                                  
          

            Students create working definitions of stereotype as they examine the human behavior of applying categories to people and things.
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  Lesson
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            Universe of Obligation
      
          

                                  
          

            Students learn a new concept, "universe of obligation," and use it to analyze the ways that their society designates who is deserving of respect and caring.
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  Assessment
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            Introducing the Writing Prompt
      
          

                                  
          

            In step 1 of the unit assessment, students develop an initial position for an argumentative essay in response to a question about the importance and impact of choices in history.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      
[image: Students write at their desks.]





                        

      
          

    
  

                                                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
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            The Concept of Race
      
          

                                  
          

            Students analyze the socially constructed meaning of race and examine how it has been used to justify exclusion, inequality, and violence throughout history.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      
[image: Black ink etching on white paper with the words "I do not always feel colored" written repeatedly. The ink gets smudged and illegible toward the end]





                        

      
          

    
  

                                                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
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            The Roots and Impact of Antisemitism
      
          

                                  
          

            Students explore the long history of discrimination against Jews and come to understand how anti-Judaism was transformed into antisemitism in the nineteenth century.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      
[image: Woodcut of a group of men in a pit being set on fire.  ]





                        

      
          

    
  

                                                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
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            World War I and Its Aftermath in Germany
      
          

                                  
          

            Students begin the unit's historical case study by exploring the brutal realities of World War I and the impact of the armistice and the Treaty of Versailles.
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  Lesson
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            The Weimar Republic
      
          

                                  
          

            Students reflect on the idea of democracy as they analyze the politics, economics, and culture of Germany during the period of the Weimar Republic.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      
[image:  A crowd of women standing in line at a polling station in the Weimar Republic in 1919, the first year women were allowed to vote.]





                        

      
          

    
  

                                                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Assessment
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            Introducing Evidence Logs
      
          

                                  
          

            In step 2 of the unit assessment, students start to gather evidence from historical sources that supports or challenges their initial thinking about the writing prompt.
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  Lesson
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            The Rise of the Nazi Party
      
          

                                  
          

            Students examine how choices made by individuals and groups contributed to the rise of the Nazi Party in the 1920s and 1930s.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      
[image: The Parade of the Political Administrators in Nuremberg, Germany.]





                        

      
          

    
  

                                                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
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            European Jewish Life before World War II
      
          

                                  
          

            Students analyze images and film that convey the richness of Jewish life across Europe at the time of the Nazis’ ascension to power.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      
[image: Shabbtai (Shepske) Sonenson takes one of the shtetl's Hebrew teachers for a ride on his new motorcycle.]





                        

      
          

    
  

                                                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
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            Dismantling Democracy
      
          

                                  
          

            Students examine the steps the Nazis took to replace democracy with dictatorship and draw conclusions about the values and institutions that make democracy possible.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      
[image: Germans look on as the Reichstag building burns on February 27, 1933.]





                        

      
          

    
  

                                                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            Do You Take the Oath?
      
          

                                  
          

            Students consider the choices and reasoning of individual Germans who stayed quiet or spoke up during the first few years of Nazi rule.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      
[image: German military recruits swear allegiance to Adolf Hitler.]





                        

      
          

    
  

                                                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
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            Laws and the National Community
      
          

                                  
          

            Students are introduced to the Nazis’ idea of a “national community” and examine how the Nazis used the Nuremberg Laws to define who belonged.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      
[image: In 1933, Jewish businessman Oskar Danker and his girlfriend, a Christian woman, were forced to carry signs discouraging Jewish-German integration. Intimate relationships between “true Germans” and Jews were outlawed by 1935.]





                        

      
          

    
  

                                                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Assessment
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            Adding to Evidence Logs, 1 of 3
      
          

                                  
          

            In step 3 of the unit assessment, students address the writing prompt in a journal reflection and start to evaluate the quality and relevance of the evidence they are gathering.
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  Lesson
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            The Power of Propaganda
      
          

                                  
          

            Students analyze several examples of Nazi propaganda and consider how the Nazis used media to influence the thoughts, feelings, and actions of individual Germans.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      
[image: An issue of the antisemitic propaganda newspaper Der Stürmer (The Attacker) is posted on the sidewalk in Worms, Germany, in 1935. The headline above the case says, ""The Jews Are Our Misfortune.""]
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            Youth and the National Community
      
          

                                  
          

            Students learn about the experiences of people in Nazi Germany through a variety of firsthand accounts and identify the range of choices that they faced.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      
[image: A group of boys in Hitler Youth uniforms walk through a field]





                        

      
          

    
  

                                                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            Kristallnacht
      
          

                                  
          

            Students learn about the violent pogroms of Kristallnacht by watching a short documentary and then reflecting on eyewitness testimonies.
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            Responding to a Refugee Crisis
      
          

                                  
          

            Students think about the responsibilities of governments as they consider how countries around the world responded to the European Jews trying to escape Nazi Germany.
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            Race and Space
      
          

                                  
          

            Students examine the Nazi ideology of “race and space” and the role it played in Germany’s aggression toward other nations, groups, and individuals.
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            Adding to Evidence Logs, 2 of 3
      
          

                                  
          

            In step 4 of the unit assessment, students review the documents and videos from Lessons 14-18 and consider which information supports, expands, or challenges their thinking about the writing prompt.
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            The Holocaust: Bearing Witness
      
          

                                  
          

            Students are introduced to the enormity of the crimes committed during the Holocaust and look closely at stories of a few individuals who were targeted by Nazi brutality.
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            The Holocaust: The Range of Responses
      
          

                                  
          

            Students deepen their examination of human behavior during the Holocaust by analyzing and discussing the range of choices available to individuals, groups, and nations.
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            Justice and Judgement after the Holocaust
      
          

                                  
          

            Students grapple with the meaning of justice and the purpose of trials as they learn how the Allies responded to the atrocities of Nazi Germany.
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            Adding to Evidence Logs, 3 of 3
      
          

                                  
          

            In step 5 of the unit assessment, students reflect on the writing prompt in its entirety, add evidence from Lessons 19-21 to evidence logs, and engage in mini-debates about the writing topic.
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            How Should We Remember?
      
          

                                  
          

            Students both respond to and design Holocaust memorials as they consider the impact that memorials and monuments have on the way we think about history.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      
[image: In Kassel, Germany, artist Horst Hoheisel created a “counter-memorial” marking the site where a majestic fountain built by a Jewish citizen once stood; it had been destroyed by Nazis in 1939.]
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            Choosing to Participate
      
          

                                  
          

            Students use the “levers of power” framework to identify ways they can bring about positive change in their communities.
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            Refining the Thesis and Finalizing Evidence Logs
      
          

                                  
          

            In the final step of the unit assessment, students will think about unit as a whole as they answer the writing prompt and start to prepare to write a strong thesis statement for their essay.
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        Deepen your understanding of this topic with these additional resources from Facing History & Ourselves.
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            The Holocaust and Jewish Communities in Wartime North Africa
      
          

                                  
          

            Explore the impact of the Holocaust and World War II on Jewish communities in North Africa in this 3-lesson mini-unit.
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            Teaching Holocaust and Human Behavior
      
          

                                  
          

            This 23-lesson unit on the Holocaust and World War II asks students to reflect on the essential question, What does learning about the choices people made during the Weimar Republic, the rise of the Nazi Party, and the Holocaust teach us about the power and impact of our choices today?
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            Holocaust and Human Behavior
      
          

                                  
          

            Explore the digital version of our core resource on the Holocaust. Find classroom-ready readings, primary sources, and short documentary films that support a study of the Holocaust through the lens of human behavior.
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  Assessment
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            Introducing Evidence Logs
      
          

                                  
          

            In step 2 of the unit assessment, students start to gather evidence from historical sources that supports or challenges their initial thinking about the writing prompt.
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            Adding to Evidence Logs, 1 of 3
      
          

                                  
          

            In step 3 of the unit assessment, students address the writing prompt in a journal reflection and start to evaluate the quality and relevance of the evidence they are gathering.
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            Adding to Evidence Logs, 2 of 3
      
          

                                  
          

            In step 4 of the unit assessment, students review the documents and videos from Lessons 14-18 and consider which information supports, expands, or challenges their thinking about the writing prompt.
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            Adding to Evidence Logs, 3 of 3
      
          

                                  
          

            In step 5 of the unit assessment, students reflect on the writing prompt in its entirety, add evidence from Lessons 19-21 to evidence logs, and engage in mini-debates about the writing topic.
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            Refining the Thesis and Finalizing Evidence Logs
      
          

                                  
          

            In the final step of the unit assessment, students will think about unit as a whole as they answer the writing prompt and start to prepare to write a strong thesis statement for their essay.
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            Stereotypes and “Single Stories”
      
          

                                  
          

            Students create working definitions of stereotype as they examine the human behavior of applying categories to people and things.
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            Universe of Obligation
      
          

                                  
          

            Students learn a new concept, "universe of obligation," and use it to analyze the ways that their society designates who is deserving of respect and caring.
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            The Weimar Republic
      
          

                                  
          

            Students reflect on the idea of democracy as they analyze the politics, economics, and culture of Germany during the period of the Weimar Republic.
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            Youth and the National Community
      
          

                                  
          

            Students learn about the experiences of people in Nazi Germany through a variety of firsthand accounts and identify the range of choices that they faced.
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            Spanish Translations from Holocaust and Human Behavior
      
          

                                  
          

            Get Spanish-language versions of popular readings from Holocaust and Human Behavior.
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            World War I and Its Aftermath in Germany
      
          

                                  
          

            Students begin the unit's historical case study by exploring the brutal realities of World War I and the impact of the armistice and the Treaty of Versailles.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      
[image: photo of WWII soldiers walking on beach]





                        

      
          

    
  
                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Assessment
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            Introducing the Writing Prompt
      
          

                                  
          

            In step 1 of the unit assessment, students develop an initial position for an argumentative essay in response to a question about the importance and impact of choices in history.
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         Unlimited Access to Learning. More Added Every Month.
      

      
        Facing History & Ourselves is designed for educators who want to help students explore identity, think critically, grow emotionally, act ethically, and participate in civic life. It’s hard work, so we’ve developed some go-to professional learning opportunities to help you along the way.
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            Exploring ELA Text Selection with Julia Torres
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              Virtual
            

                  

                    
          

            Listen to #DisruptTexts founder Julia Torres about taking a critical lens to text selection in ELA classrooms.
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            Working for Justice, Equity and Civic Agency in Our Schools: A Conversation with Clint Smith
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              Virtual
            

                  

                    
          

            Issues of equity and education have long existed in our country and continue to manifest today. How can writing and the power of one's voice help us respond to these disparities? Listen to writer and educator, Dr. Clint Smith, where we hear his poetry and reflections on working for justice, equity, and civic agency in our schools.
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            Explore approaches to centering student voice, building authentic relationships and cultivating community with Molly Josephs, the creator of This Teenage Life, a youth-driven, story-sharing podcast that started as a school club.
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            Most teachers are willing to tackle the difficult topics, but we need the tools.
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