
        
      Skip to main content
    
    


      
    




            




  
  
    
      
              
  
    
  			
			
		
	


          


      
        
          Countries
        
        
                
  
    
      
	
              
          Canada
        
          
	
              
          United Kingdom
        
          
	
              
          United States
        
          



  


            
        


  
            
  
      

    

    
            


  
    


  
            
  
  
  
    
      Search
    

    
      
        
          
            Everything
          
          
            


  
            
  
          
        
        	
            
              Everything
            
          
	
            
              Teaching Resources
            
          
	
            
              Upcoming Events
            
          
	
            
              On-demand Events
            
          
	
            
              Articles
            
          


      

                
  
    
      
  


  
  
  
  

  
    
      
  
      
    Search Phrase
      
  
        

    

        


    

    


 Submit Search
 


  
            
  


  







  


            

  



          
        
                
            
  Institutional

  

        



  


                              
    
	
        
          
      
        About
      

              
          


  
            
  
          
  

                                                
    
	
            
      
        Locations
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Programs & Partners
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Leadership
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Media Center
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Accountability
      

          
  

      


  
        

  
	
        
          
      
        Learning & Events
      

              
          


  
            
  
          
  

                                                
    
	
            
      
        Events for Everyone
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Professional Learning for Educators
      

          
  

      


  
        

  
	
        
          
      
        Resource Library
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Ideas This Week
      

          
  

          

  


  



  

            

        
          
            Give
          
                      
                              
                  Sign Up
                
                              
                  Log In
                
                          

                  

      

      
        
          
        
        Menu
        Close
      
      
                        
                          
            
  Main navigation

  

        


  
    


                              
    
	
        
          
      
        Why Facing History
      

              
          


  
            
  
          
  

                                                
    
	
            
      
        Connecting History and Today
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Choosing to Participate
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Engaging Students
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        School & District Programs
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Promoting Democracy
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        See Our Impact
      

          
  

      


  
        

  
	
        
          
      
        How It Works
      

              
          


  
            
  
          
  

                                                
    
	
            
      
        Partnering With Educators
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Our Unique Approach
      

              
          


  
            
  
          
  

                                      
    
	
            
      
        Our Pedagogy
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        English Language Arts
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Social Studies
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Civic Education
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        The Classroom Experience
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Educator Competencies
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Meeting Educational Standards
      

          
  

      


  
    
	
            
      
        Expert Guidance
      

              
          


  
            
  
          
  

                                      
    
	
            
      
        Professional Learning
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        On-Demand Learning and Resources
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Personalized Support
      

          
  

      


  
    
	
            
      
        Teaching Resources
      

              
          


  
            
  
          
  

                                      
    
	
            
      
        Current Events in the Classroom
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        ELA Resources for Teachers
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        US History Curriculum Collection
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Teaching Strategies
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Collections, Units & Toolkits
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Lessons & Mini-Lessons
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Build Your Own Collection
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Purchasing & Borrowing
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Explore All Resources
      

          
  

      


  
    
	
            
      
        Learning for Everyone
      

          
  

      


  
        

  
	
        
          
      
        Prepare to Teach
      

              
          


  
            
  
          
  

                                                
    
	
            
      
        Get Started
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Implement
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Reflect
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Share
      

          
  

      


  
        

  
	
        
          
      
        Get Involved
      

              
          


  
            
  
          
  

                                                
    
	
            
      
        Experience Facing History
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Make a Donation
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Attend an Event
      

          
  

      
	
            
      
        Partner with Us
      

              
          


  
            
  
          
  

                                      
    
	
            
      
        Corporate Partnerships
      

          
  

      


  
    
	
            
      
        Stay Connected
      

          
  

      


  
        

  


  
  



  

                    


  
    


  
            
  
  
  
    
      Search
    

    
      
        
          
            Everything
          
          
            


  
            
  
          
        
        	
            
              Everything
            
          
	
            
              Teaching Resources
            
          
	
            
              Upcoming Events
            
          
	
            
              On-demand Events
            
          
	
            
              Articles
            
          


      

                
  
    
      
  


  
  
  
  

  
    
      
  
      
    Search Phrase
      
  
        

    

        


    

    


 Submit Search
 


  
            
  


  







  


            

  



                                          

        
          
                  
            
  Institutional - Mobile

  

        



  


                              
    
	
        
          
      
        About
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Learning & Events
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Resource Library
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Ideas This Week
      

          
  

          

  


  



  

              

            
              Give
            
                          
                                  
                    Sign Up
                  
                                  
                    Log In
                  
                              

                  

      

    

  







            
    
    
  
      
                  
                      
                        
    
  
    
      

  
    
      Breadcrumb
    

    	
                      
              Home
            
            


  
            
  
                  
	
                      
              Resource Library
            
            


  
            
  
                  


  

  

    

  
    
      This resource is part of:
    

    
      	
            
              

  Collection
              
                The Reconstruction Era and the Fragility of Democracy
              
            
          


          

  



  
    
      







  
        
      
                  
                                      
                

  Book
              

                                  

                
          

            The Reconstruction Era and the Fragility of Democracy
      
        

        
          

            This resource guides students through a deep exploration of the pivotal era of American history when a nation divided by slavery and war was challenged to rebuild.
      
        

                                  
                                                  
                
                  Last Updated:
                
                

            May 9, 2022

      
              
                      

              

              
                      
                                            


  	
        
          


  
            
  
facebook sharing
        
      
	
        
          


  
            
  
x sharing
        
      
	
        
          


  
            
  
email sharing
        
      




                                            
                  

	
                                
          


  
            
  
          Save

                  
    
	
                                
          


  
            
  
          Share to Google Classroom

                  
    
	
                                
          


  
            
  
          Print this Page

                  
    


                

                          

                            

          

  





    
    
      At a Glance
    

    
      
        
                            
  
    
      
    
    
      
    
  
  
    
      
    
  




                  

        Book
      

            
        
          
            Language
          

                                    English — US
                              

                  
            
              Subject
            

            	History
	Social Studies


          

                                      

    

    
      	
                          Democracy & Civic Engagement
                      
	
                          Racism
                      


    

  




      

                


  
    
      
                  
                          
  
      

  

          
          
          
        
      








                      

              

      
        
          Get This Resource
        
        
          
            
The Reconstruction Era and the Fragility of Democracy

      
        
        
                      
              ISBN:
              978-1-940457-10-9
            

                                
              Date of Publication:
              December 2015
            

                  

                  


  
    
      
        Purchase
      

      
        
                      
              Format:
              Print Book
            

                                
              Cost:
              $28.95
            

                                
              This book is available for purchase from most places you buy books, including major retailers and independent bookstores.


            

                                
              Purchase on Bookshop.org
            
                      
              Purchase on Amazon.com
            
                  

        
                      
              
            

            
              
            

                      
              
            

            
              
            

                  

      

    

  






  
        
  

  


  
    
      
        
            
Download a PDF of this resource for free

      
      
      
        
            Download this resource for free. By signing up for a Facing History account, you can access this and other resources. You'll also be able to save items for later and build collections for your class. It's fast, easy, and free!

      
      

      
                              
              Sign Up
            
                                            
            Already have an account?
            Log In
          
              

    

  



      

    

  



      
  
  

              




            The Reconstruction Era and The Fragility of Democracy uses our pedagogical approach to help students examine how a society rebuilds after extraordinary division and trauma, when the ideals of democracy are most vulnerable. It provides history teachers with dozens of primary and secondary source documents, close reading exercises, lesson plans, and activity suggestions that will push students to build a complex understanding of the dilemmas and conflicts Americans faced during Reconstruction and to identify the legacies of this history that extended through the twentieth century to the present day. 


These materials will help students examine themes such as historical memory, justice, and civic participation in a democracy. The unit also includes a variety of interdisciplinary teaching strategies that reinforce historical and literacy skills.


      

      

  
  
  
  

            
	




  
                                              
        
                      
              
              You might also be interested in… 
            

                              
            
              
                
              
            
            
              
                
              
            
          

                  

        
                                            
                                          
  


  
          


  
          











              
                      
                              

  Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            The 1968 East LA School Walkouts
      
          

                                  
          

            Students learn about education, identity, and activism through an exploration of the East Los Angeles school walkouts, when thousands of students protested unequal educational opportunities for Mexican American students.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      






                        

      
          

    
  
                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            California Grape Workers’ Strike: 1965–66
      
          

                                  
          

            Students explore the first year of the Delano grape strike, when grape workers in California's San Joaquin Valley went on strike to demand higher wages and better work conditions.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      






                        

      
          

    
  
                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Mini-Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            The Hope and Fragility of Democracy in the United States
      
          

                                  
          

            In this mini-lesson, students learn about the history of democratic and anti-democratic efforts in the United States and examine sources that illuminate this tension from Reconstruction through today.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      






                        

      
          

    
  
                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            Enacting Freedom
      
          

                                  
          

            Students consider what it means to be free by learning about the choices and aspirations of freedpeople immediately after Emancipation.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      






                        

      
          

    
  
                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Mini-Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            Understanding #TakeaKnee and Athlete Activism
      
          

                                  
          

            Explore the origin and legacy of the Take A Knee protest in the NFL, the significance of the more recent athlete boycotts, and the long history of athletes protesting racial injustice in the United States.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      






                        

      
          

    
  
                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Mini-Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            What Happened During the Insurrection at the US Capitol and Why?
      
          

                                  
          

            This mini-lesson guides students to use an iceberg diagram to synthesize the events of January 6, 2021, and outline the complex array of causes at work.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      






                        

      
          

    
  
                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Mini-Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            Voting Rights in the United States
      
          

                                  
          

            In this mini-lesson, students learn about the history of voting rights in the United States and consider how current voting laws in different states impact voters today.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      






                        

      
          

    
  
                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            #IfTheyGunnedMeDown
      
          

                                  
          

            Students explore the potential negative impact of images through the social media protest #IfTheyGunnedMeDown and develop a decision-making process for choosing imagery to represent controversial events.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      






                        

      
          

    
  
                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            The Impact of Identity
      
          

                                  
          

            Students explore how identity impacts our responses to other people and events by examining a cartoon and analyzing an opinion poll from a week after Ferguson.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      






                        

      
          

    
  
                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            The Power of Images
      
          

                                  
          

            Students examine how identity and biases can impact how individuals interpret images and experience the challenge of selecting images to represent news events, particularly connected to sensitive issues.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      






                        

      
          

    
  
                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            Preparing Students for Difficult Conversations
      
          

                                  
          

            Students establish a safe space for holding sensitive conversations, before introducing the events surrounding Ferguson, by acknowledging people's complicated feelings about race and creating a classroom contract.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      






                        

      
          

    
  
                
  


  
          


  
          


              
                      
                              

  Mini-Lesson
                                        

                                                    
                            


  
            
  
              Save
            
                  

                              
            

            Exploring Contemporary Experiences of Policing and Racial Injustice
      
          

                                  
          

            In this mini-lesson, students use their head, heart, and conscience to engage with six sources that reflect a range of experiences with policing.
      
        

                

          
                                      
    

  

          
          
          
        
      






                        

      
          

    
  

              
                                              
        
      
              
                  
            More Like This
          
                                                                                
                  Teaching Resources
                
                                                        
                  Learning & Events
                
                                                  

      


      
  

  
    
      
        
            Most teachers are willing to tackle the difficult topics, but we need the tools.

      
      

              
                  

            
        —

            Gabriela Calderon-Espinal, Bay Shore, NY
      
      

      
        
      
    

  





  

  

        
    
  
              
    




  
              
        

  

          
          
          
        
      



      
        

  
  
    
      
        Inspiration, insights, & ways to get involved
      

      
        Subscribe to our email updates
      

    

    
              
  
  
  You must have JavaScript enabled to use this form.





      
    Email address
        
    *
    Required
    
    
  

         


    

            
      Subscribe to our email updates


    

  

 


    





    


    


    


  




          

  





  


      
            

		
			
				
					
						
															



                              
    
	
        
          
      
        Why Facing History
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        How It Works
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Prepare to Teach
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Get Involved
      

          
  

          

  


  

													

						
															



                              
    
	
        
          
      
        About
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Learning & Events
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Careers
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Contact Us
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Resource Library
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Ideas This Week
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Purchasing & Borrowing
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Site Help
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Log In
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Sign Up
      

          
  

          

  


  

													

					

					
        
						
							Facing History & Ourselves uses lessons of history to challenge teachers and their students to stand up to bigotry and hate.
						

					

					
						
															



                              
    
	
        
          
      
        See Our Impact
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Make a Donation
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Partner with Us
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Stay Connected
      

          
  

          

  


  

													

						
																								
	
    

  
  


  
          






      Facebook
    
  

      
	
    

  
  


  
          


      X
    
  

      
	
    

  
  


  
          


      LinkedIn
    
  

      
	
    

  
  


  
          


      Instagram
    
  

  

																					
						
							We are a registered 501 (c)(3) charity.
							
								
									
								
								
									
								
							

						

					

					
						Our headquarters are located at: 89 South Street, Suite 401, Boston, MA 02111
					

					
						Phone: +1-617-232-1595 | Toll-free: +1-800-856-9039
					

					
													



                              
    
	
        
          
      
        Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Accessibility
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Gift Policy
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Privacy Notice
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Terms of Use
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Cookie Policy
      

          
  

          

  


  

											

					
        Copyright © 2024 Facing History & Ourselves.
					

				
				
					
													



                              
    
	
        
          
      
        See Our Impact
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Make a Donation
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Partner with Us
      

          
  

          

  
	
        
          
      
        Stay Connected
      

          
  

          

  


  

											

					
																					
	
    

  
  


  
          




      Facebook
    
  

      
	
    

  
  


  
          


      X
    
  

      
	
    

  
  


  
          


      LinkedIn
    
  

      
	
    

  
  


  
          


      Instagram
    
  

  

																		
					
						We are a registered 501 (c)(3) charity.
						
							
								
							
							
								
							
						

					

				
			
		

		
      
  


  
    
      
        
          
            
          
        
      
    Top
  


  

  
    
    
      Contact us
    

  




  

    
    












  