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I Am <he Only Americen Lndien —
by Gtz Pointe (OjibwaijéHs) '

| am the only American |ndian Siﬁ'l'nj at the 1
table during lunch. |t's awkward but | am
used fo it. There's a group of White kids

over there. A group of Black kids over there.

Conﬂregaﬁw seqregation. A few stragglers,

weirdos, \qippies , and nerds.,

l Congre 9 ate alone.

We are so DIVIDED by race. But | feel comfortable as s
on Awmerican \ndian on wmy own. 68 Lonﬁ beaded earrings, |
o beaded barrette, my NA]S@ Native student

oraan'lz.a‘l't'on bag The beat of the m drum

n my soul . Aﬂc€$+or$ a\\ around wme. .

\+a.lked +o my Ojjbvmy %rama[ ma yes'fe.rda.?f_ =
Shers way up in the UP —the Upper Feninsula ==

of Miclniﬂan-—on the rez.

l - —— — ——
|
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Shllﬁ’inj n My seat | pay close oattention 4o the
birds outside. No one else is payng atrention

to them. That is how city folk are. They are

moving and going and Wa\kimj and ‘]’G\kiﬂfﬁ nonstop.

50 | tune out the loud Conveyrsations, Iaucjh*l'er;

and gossip and listen Yo the % birds.

| ao\jusi’ 1 my \omj hair. | let it down, showinj
my pride. Somehmes us Natives see each other
on campus. We \Miﬂ]ﬂ']' not +alk but we wned as

we walk by, Some NQ"'\'ITI‘:".S wear their hair \ongﬁ)
stand owt. Qur hair ,‘SHOL}T?\_ ACHVISM,
REBELLION, and  RECLAIMING OUR CULTURE,

1 HERITAGE, and IDENTITY. Tt has +o-SHOUTZ
I

L because otherwise no one would LISTEN +o us

've finished my N lunch. | walk ﬂ alone ouf of
the dorm cafeteria. The smell of fries and other

PrOCCSS@d Foools “nﬂe\f'S in the air. | walk out the

door and down the Paued siﬁwg_lk to my next class.

| have SURVIVED INVISIBILITY. ~—

Credit Line: “I Am the Only American Indian” written by Cecilia Rose La Pointe from #NotYourPrincess (c) 2017 Lisa
Charleyboy & Mary Beth Leatherdale, published by Annick Press Ltd. All rights reserved. Reproduced by permission.
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