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1,900 area educators have partic-

Facing History and Ourselves is an international educational and profes-
sional development organization whose mission is to engage students of
diverse backgrounds in an examination of racism, prejudice, and anti-
semitism in order to promote the development of a more humane and
informed citizenry. By studying the historical development and lessons of
the Holocaust and other examples of collective violence, students make the
essential connection between history and the moral choices they confront in
their own lives.

Facing History engages more than 1.8 million students annually through
our global network of 25,000 educators and reaches the public through
community events and extensive online resources. 

The San Francisco Bay Area office opened in 1997 and is now in over 250
middle and high school throughout the region. An increasing number of
schools offer full semester courses in Facing History in either social studies
or English providing students a case study of subjects such as the Holocaust,
Armenian Genocide, and race and membership in American history.

We have substantial fundraising goals to expand and deepen programs in
the region and across the globe over the next five years. To learn how you
can help contact Liz Vogel at (510) 786-2500 or liz_vogel@facing.org. of students feel that Facing

History classes are better than
other classes in motivating
them to learn.

71%

87%

70%

of teachers reported that
Facing History has a “high” or
“very high” impact on them
professionally. 

of students felt that Facing
History increased their capac-
ity to think critically about
issues of racism and preju-
dice.

of students indicated that their
Facing History classes helped
them think more deeply about
participation in society.*

*From evaluations conducted by
Facing History in several regions
of the U.S.

77%

Through a Teaching American History grant,
Facing History has partnered with the San
Francisco Unified School District for the past
two years, resulting in in-depth professional
development and support for 20 American
history teachers to participate in our semi-

nar, Race and Membership in American History: The Eugenics Movement.
Another 15 participants attended a workshop series on the history of immigra-
tion.

Both middle and high school teachers in these groups have studied issues of
identity and the power of labels, membership in community, and the role of the
individual in society as part of their exposure to Facing History’s approach to
curriculum and teaching strategies. 

Participant Holly Friel, history teacher at Ida B. Wells High School, wrote in
response to the July seminar: “I found this seminar to be incredibly interesting,
inspiring, and well-planned.  . . . . I believe that it will have a deep impact on me
as an educator.”

SPOTLIGHT:

Partnering with SFUSD

ipated in professional development
programs since the San Francisco Bay
Area office opened in 1997

150,000middle and high school
students are reached by these
educators each year

255 public, religious and independ-
ent schools are implementing
Facing History in one or more
classes throughout the Bay Area

SAN FRANCISCO 

BAY AREA



At more than 30 schools in the San
Francisco Bay Area, full semester or year-
long Facing History courses form an
amazing opportunity for students and an
important and unique element of the
curriculum.

Milpitas High School has been offering a full semester
course since 1989. Principal Chuck Gary says the course is
crucial to the school’s goals and has sent more than 30
teachers and administrators through Facing History pro-
fessional development programs over several years. 

At Palo Alto, Gunn, Sacred Heart Prep, Burlingame, St.
Francis and other high schools on the peninsula, full
semester English or social studies courses explore the
Armenian Genocide, the Holocaust, South Africa and
Apartheid, the Rwandan Genocide, and the contemporary
issue of Darfur, Sudan, as well as issues about race and
membership in American history.

In the East Bay, Washington High in Fremont, and Amador
Valley and Foothill high schools in Pleasanton offer an
English elective, “Literature and the Dynamics of Social
Justice.” Through these courses, the majority of graduat-
ing seniors in Pleasanton take a full semester Facing
History course.

Facing History Director Jack Weinstein says he believes
schools and teachers continue to integrate the work of
Facing History into their school plans because “they see
the impact of an in-depth course on their students.” 

Our Community
Conversations, presented
in partnership with The
Allstate Foundation, bring
prominent scholars,
authors, filmmakers, and
policy leaders to partici-
pate in discussions about
civic engagement, individ-
ual and collective respon-
sibility, and tolerance.

Recent speakers have included Don Cheadle
and John Prendergast, co-authors of Not on
Our Watch: The Mission to End Genocide in
Darfur and Beyond, Pulitzer prize-winning
author Samantha Power (pictured), and
Marian Wright Edelman of the Children’s
Defense Fund.

Since their inception in 2005, Community
Conversations have reached audiences of
more than  29,000 nationwide.

CHANGING SCHOOL CULTURE

Facing History responds to the needs of
teachers by offering workshops, follow-
up support, suggestions for innovative
teaching strategies and access to our
resource library.

Our resources and program staff help
teachers explore our case studies of the
Holocaust, the civil rights movement
and Armenian Genocide, as well as
themes such as immigration, homopho-
bia and transitional justice. We are also
constantly developing new resources,
such as Stitching Truth: Women's Protest
Art in Pinochet's Chile, part of our
Making History series.

SPOTLIGHT:

Community Conversations

WHAT TEACHERS WANT
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Claire Viall, a UC Berkeley junior, majoring in

Celtic Studies and History, says:  “I want to

be a historian, to have a say in how people

understand the past.” Claire’s path to UC

Berkeley included her James Logan High School courses with

Facing History teachers Dave Forrest and Stephanie Papas,

whom she credits as among her most inspirational teachers.

Claire recently attended the San Francisco Bay Area Seminar

on Race and Membership in American History alongside 20

educators providing a Facing History alum’s voice to the con-

versation. Claire’s participation allowed teachers to see the

impact of such subjects on students and to know what is at

stake before returning to their schools.

FROM FACING HISTORY
STUDENT TO TEACHER
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