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Facing History and Ourselves is an international educational and professional
development organization whose mission is to engage students of diverse
backgrounds in an examination of racism, prejudice, and antisemitism in
order to promote the development of a more humane and informed citizenry.
By studying the historical development and lessons of the Holocaust and
other examples of collective violence, students make the essential connection
between history and the moral choices they confront in their own lives.

Facing History engages more than 1.8 million students annually through our
global network of 26,000 educators and reaches the public through commu-
nity events and extensive online resources.

As we proceed into the 21st century, it is imperative that we turn to
education to prevent genocide, significantly reduce ethnic and religious intol-
erance, and combat antisemitism and extremism. Facing History fosters the
leadership in teachers that catalyzes positive change in schools and communi-
ties around the world, fostering the shared values that can promote a more

compassionate, ethical world.

SPOTLIGHT:
Student Photographs
Tell a Story at the
Skirball Cultural Center

In the fall of 2008, Facing History and
Ourselves in Los Angeles launched a
program designed to develop students’
civic leadership through an explora-
tion of historical and contemporary
issues. In the first year, students from Facing History classes at New Technology and
Carson high schools took on the subject of immigration.

Using Facing History resources, students considered what it means to be an American
and who may become an American. Working with acclaimed photographer Rick
Nahmias, they created photo essays that express their perspectives as seen through
the lenses of their own, their families’, and their communities’ experiences. Sponsored
by City National Bank, the exhibition, The Way We See It: L.A. Teens on Immigration
is on view at the Skirball Cultural Center through January 25, 2009.

Facing History and the Skirball Cultural Center provided educators with resources
and a workshop to explore the themes of immigration. In December, NPR’s Scott
Simon spoke at a Community Conversation presented in partnership with The Allstate
Foundation about his reporting and insights on immigration.

1,600 area educators have partici-

pated in professional development
programs since LA opened its office in

1994

150,000 middle and high school

students are reached by these
teachers

250 public, religious, and indepen-
dent schools throughout Southern

California are using the program
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_MA'}SIING DISTRICT-WIDE IMPACT

! ' b By the end of the 2008-2009 school year,
every student at Santa Monica High School
will have experienced Facing History

through the school’s yearlong Freshman
Seminar. This exemplary model of how
students can learn from history to make
positive, responsible, and inclusive decisions
has made a significant impact on the school.
We are currently working with the district
to expand the program to the district’s middle schools.

Other districts have recognized the value of providing students
with the tools for ethical reflection and informed decision-
making and have created similar models. Through generous
support from The Rose Hills Foundation, the Whittier School
District is embarking on a three-year project to infuse Facing
History throughout its middle schools.

In Rowland Heights, teachers will attend customized Facing

History workshops in the spring 2009 to develop a course on
our resource Becoming American: The Chinese Experience for
the middle schools in this district with a large population of

Chinese American students.

Facing History has worked with school districts nationwide—
including in Boston, Chicago and Memphis—to help them

develop courses based on our content and approach.

SPOTLIGHT:
STUDENTS AS HISTORIANS

Last spring Facing History and the Judaica and history teachers
at Abraham Joshua Heschel Middle School developed a unique
oral history project. At the culmination of their Facing History
unit, the eighth grade students worked in groups to interview
12 Holocaust survivors about their experiences both during
the Holocaust and as immigrants to the United States. The
students honored the survivors in the project during a moving
Yam Hashoah ceremony in May.

The entire school embraced the project, which helped build
community among students who worked in groups outside
their usual social circles. History teacher Jake Wirtschafter said
the feedback from parents has been very positive.

The school plans to expand the program this year and include
a partnership with other schools. Facing History’s work with
Heschel is part of our Jewish Education program which offers
teachers an opportunity to explore the connection between
Jewish history and identity and the moral questions inherent

in everyday life.

SPOTLIGHT:
Community
Conversations

Our Community Con-

versations, presented

in partnership with The

Allstate Foundation,

bring prominent schol-

ars, authors, filmmak-

ers, and policy leaders

to speak and participate in discussions about
civicengagement, individual and collective
responsibility, and tolerance.

Recent speakers have included Edward Zwick
(pictured), director and producer of Defiance
and Blood Diamond, Don Cheadle and John
Prendergast, co-authors of Not on Our Watch:
The Mission to End Genocide in Darfur, and Sonia
Nazario, author of Enrique’s Journey. Since
2005, Community Conversations have reached
audiences of more than 30,000 nationwide.
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