Why is Civil Society Important?: The Arpilleristas in Pinochet’s Chile

A companion unit for the Facing History and Ourselves study guide 

Stitching Truth: Women’s Protest Art in Pinochet’s Chile




Lesson Two: Suggested Group Reading Assignments and Questions

	
	Group 1
	Group 2
	Group 3

	Arpilleras


	1, 2, 3
	4, 5
	7, 8 (optional: arpillera on cover of case study)



	Supporting documents


	“Estadio Chile,” Victor Jara’s Last Poem, September 1973, p. 10-11

“Chilean Executions,” Department of State

Briefing Memorandum, November  23, 1973, pp. 17-19

Timeline, pp. xiii-xv


	Victor Morales’s Search for Her Brother, pp. 37-39

“Chile Under the Gun” an Excerpt from My Invented Country by Isabel Allende, pp. 24-25

Timeline, pp. xiii-xv
	Rebuilding Chile: An Interview with Michelle Bachelet, pp. 45-46

Timeline, pp. xiii-xv

	Case study

 excerpts

	Reading 1: The End of a Democratic Tradition

Reading 2:  The Years Before the Dictatorship

Reading 3: The Dictatorship and the Disappeared 
	Reading 4: Taking a Stand Against Pinochet: The Catholic Church and the Disappeared

Reading 5: Finding a Voice in Solidarity and Art


	Reading 6: The Arpilleristas: The Courage to Resist

Reading 7: The Chilean Struggle for Truth and Justice

	Key questions


	How is civil society destroyed?

What are the characteristics of a society with a weak civil society? 

What happens to societies with weak civil societies? What are the consequences for human rights?


	How do people build civil society?  

What helps them form associations? 

How do individuals and groups express their voices to change society? 

What resources can be used to nurture and strengthen civil society? 

Who has the power to participate in civil society?


	What helps strengthen civil society? 

Under what conditions can civil society flourish? 

What are the characteristics of a strong civil society? 

Who has the responsibility to participate in civil society?


