Why is Civil Society Important?: The Arpilleristas in Pinochet’s Chile

A companion unit for the Facing History and Ourselves study guide 
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What ideas does this document reveal about civil society?

(Refer to the following key questions for your group.)

Group 1: What strategies can be used to destroy civil society? What are the characteristics of a society with a weak civil society? What are the consequences for human rights and democracy when civil society is destroyed?

Group 2:  How do people build civil society? What helps them form associations? How do they express their voices in order to change society? What resources can be used to nurture and strengthen civil society? Who has the power to participate in civil society?

Group 3: What strengthens civil society after periods of conflict? Under what conditions can civil society flourish? What are the characteristics of a strong civil society? Who has the responsibility to participate in civil society?

